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Laid open to all true Proteſtgnt Readers, I 4 


- Reader, | | 
Shall not ſtop your deſires by an Epiſtle, but fall plainly to. the Matter; which I hope may not only., | 

_ divert, but convert thee, if you are not already Conformable ; for know, thoſe foul and damnable . * : 
Presbytical praftices which are daily'working, are not inviſible to the All-ſecing God, though for a. | 

time they may be ſo to men. .. | | 24 

I know their preſent defigns arefſtrengthned and encouraged by the ſame Party, who made the late. -* 

' Inſurre&ion in Scorland ; they think (and ftick norto ſpeak it roo) that by compulſion. the King muſt , % 

yield to their demands : but let them not be deceived, for howſoever in Scotland ſome thought them-. - 
elves ſtrong enough to reſiſt their Prince, yet I thank God they are not ſo popular here, but the King's +3 
.aws and Authority is able toovertake them : And affured' they may be, that theſe their iriſolent op- 
poſitions againſt the King and his Intereſt, will make their FaCtion be more narrowly look'd'into; for,” 1. 
certainly they have not any ſpark of God's Grace, nor Loyalty to their King, and {> are become the. 
Ehildren of Sin and Rebellion : wherefore behold their proceedings, and judge them accordingly... 
You may perceivehow that Sect, ſince the firſt beginning of it, (which was but in Queen Maries Reign) * 
hath proceeded from evil to worſe by innumerable degrees : at firſt they did only manifeſt a 4iflike of: 
Epiſcopal Government, and ſome Ceremonies uſed in the Church of England, as liking better the Govern-. 
ment of Gexeva ; which was defired by Mr. Calvin, and that cunningly enough for the State of thatiRe... 

' publick, which being Popular, could not brook any other but that which is Popular alſo. And yet I muſt. 
tell you, Mr. Calvin wanted nothing of a Biſhop, but only rhe Title ; for the Church of Geneva is nat a. 
Parochial, but Dioceſan Church, conſiſting of divers Pariſhes, which make up one great Presbytery, and; - 
he all the days of his life was Moderator thereof : And ſo likewiſe Mr. Beza, for ten years after the: 
others death, held the ſame'place of Governmeat ; until Danexs ſet him beſide the Cuſhion, and pro= *: 
cured the Precedency to go by turns. In the next place, from diſlike they- proceeded to comempt of 

Epiſcopal Government ; and this (if you will believe St. Cyprian) hath been the very beginaing of all 

Here s and Schiſms, /nitia' Hereticoram (faith he) & ortas Schiſmaticorum hec ſunt, wut prepoſitum © 

uperbo tumore contemnant., And again, Unae- Schiſmara & Hereſes orta ſunt niſi dum Epiſcopus qui unus. 
tt, & Ecclefia precft, ſuperba quorundam preſumptione contemmitur  & homo, dignatione Des honoratus ab.” '; 

' Shdignts fad th judicatur. 1nthe third place, from-contempr they: did proceed unto open diſobedience 
unto all the Orders'of the Church; and (like'thoſe of whom:Nazianzen ſpeaks) would be pleaſed with :' 
nothing but what did proceed fram' their own:deviſing, eſteeming him the Holieſt man, who could find 
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Ws aults, *From diſobedience they did proceed unto Schiſm and open Separation, accounti! hen: & 
elves bly to be the Brethren and Congregation of Chriſt, and all others who are. not of their FaCtion,” | 
to be. the Children'of* this'World: .From' Schiſm. they: proceed to: Herefie z for it is moſt true which © 

St. Jerome did obſerve, that "Omne' Schiſma gigmr fb; Hereſin, every Schiſm doth. deviſe unto it ſelf an} 

© - Hereſie, ſome falſe Dottrine or other; to maintain their Separation ; And theſe men have deviſed nota = 
few, and ſome tharhave been condemned by Ancient: Councils and Fathers; ,as namely, Epiphanims 
reckons among the condenm'd Hereſies ef Aerins, that he maintained there was no difference between 2 

-A Biſhop and a/Prezbyrey, andithat all ſer 'Fafts are unlawful, Jewiſh and Superſtitious. And is not ſuch 

the Doctrine” of theſe men ? But: their 4;/obedience, Schiſmi and: Herefie, has again drawn them even to 6 

the brink of Rebellion, where the 'hopes of ſome immediate; proceedings, &c, has ſtopt their-Carreer for © - 

che preſent : 'But Tam deceiv'd if they-have not:yer-a- farther Journey to} go, and that they nocaſe can 
find till arrived at the ſecond part of the Good Old Cauſe, from which their hearts now differ but littleis 5 
and-if you'Tbutread the Hiſtory of the lare Civil Wars, your will. find their proceedings were then, more = 
moderate tharſnow they are. y_”—_ the juſt. Judgment of God, that they who our: run the Timits gf hig 4 

F vfinite goodneſs; and the mercy of their moſt clement and gracious King, ſhould alſo run out of theit © pf 
LEE own wits, andiinto the very Lake of Perdition and Puthcanity, ied yo. Wl. % I 


IF | (2) 
PF  Ibeſeechall good Proteſtants in time to conſider their ways and proceedings, and how they endea- - 
", your to caft miſts before our eyes, whilſt their Rehellious practices run to the.point they ſo earneſtly 
|. pray for ; I proteſt their groſs yypoeriſEin matters of Religion; and gheir baſe injurious dealing with 
*  King*, who are God's Vice-gerents here on Earth, 1s mo unpardonable, both which I have obſery'd by 
| their Do&rine and PraCtices, and will now give you a brief taſte of both, - 

_ As for ghejx Done, we-þnow they would, if they duyft, rake from the King all Authority in Cauſes 


in 
YM in atfes Ecclefiaftical, ſent to inhibit them by Praclamarion, but they wou'd not deſiſt: whereupon, 
- ſome were apprehended, indifted and found guilty of High Treaſon z, yet that merciful Pring Jia 
ledge 
bello 


F apd>barbarous murder of the Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, &. Shag IP 
3 [Thus hare given you a brief account of their Doctrine and Practices oor Gernang, the oppoling of 
B = Pe Feld This ſhout be thoughr-a National (in, and:fo, Fersſelew upbraid her Si | 


g their, Che þ Predeceffors, but rather are become more dangerous and blaudy in their deſigns ; witheſs 
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Z ne Gods gt made to his Church, That Kings fbould be hex Nur fing- fat bers, qnd Lneen; har 
* IV g potkers, ART ara ee he A OY Dl Rat edt cx 
"=o Bear need [ repeat matters of old #/ For the:Childrenare worſe than the Fathers, and their pre. 
|/ [ene devices doth ſurpaſs all the Iniquities of their Farhers, and will. make thole of, ald tq.be forgotten: 
E And yer theſe are the people who ſwear te be good examples to:us of all Godlineſs,' Soberneſk ,and 
&4D fine, of every Duty they owe to God and/Man. Now pray Reader gue what Godlingſs, Solrncſs, 
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GG - (3) 3, 4 
or Righteouſheſs, has or can be in fuch- proceedings : they now” begin to be weary with aſſaulting/fs; 
with their Tongues, which are ſharper than Arrows, and with' cheir Pens, -which elts Treaſon iran 
plain a ftile, as their Parfons in'their Pulpirs reach it; and are come (as Teremllianfays) « flilo at miu-" 
charam, from words to blows, or very near the matter : which puts us to ſay, with Bernard, Leonts eva-* 
fimni, ſed incidimas in Dracones, we eſcapd the mouths of Lions, bur have fallen into a Den-of Dra- : 
gons3'for theſe ſure are Ceratfes fiery flying Dragons: But it would be well-if their madneſs ſtay 
there, for they not only do wrong unto God in the higheſt degree, but would touch his Anointed, by / 
entring into a murual League avd Covenant, byincenſing and Arming his SubjeCts againit him, taking 
Oaths of them. to ſtand by, and maintain the Cauſe, and endeavouring to ſow diſcord amongſt thoſe of 
' Loyal Souls; to the confuſion of. our gracious King and his Government. Good God !. can ſuch call 
themſelves Chriſtians that do theſe things ? can they warrant this out of Gods Word, which eommands - 
to obty our King, and that for Conſcience ſake, even then when all Kings were Enemies ro Chtiſtianity - 
and Relipion2 or have they any Examples for ſuch proceedings out of pious Antiquity ? The Chriftians. 
in the Primitive Church, when they were led as Sheep to the {laughrer, and ſutfer'd the moſt exquiſite * 
FTorments that could bedevisd, yet would never-take Arms to reſiſt their Prince, but put on this refo+ | 
lution frma noftra preces © lachryme : Yea, when thoſe perſecyting Emperors had occafion of War.” 
againſt the barbarous Nations, the Chriſtians were the Emperors beſt and moſt faithful Souldiers, fo © 
terrible unto their Enemies, that they were call'd rhe Thundering Legions : And St. Auitin doth highly © 
commend them for their faithful Service unto the Heathen Emperors, who did moſt cruelly ſpill 'their : 
Bloud, only for their profeſſion of Chriſt. And let no man fay, it was for want of Power, that they did” 
not defend themſeives by Arms ; 'for it is well known, thar if they had thought it lawful to reſiſt the: - 
Emperor, they were of that number, power and reſolution, that they mighr.have ſhaken the founda- 
tions of the whole Empire. But now it ſeems our Presbyterians, of whom | ſpeak, have learned anocher 
ſort of Doctrine, and think they are bound to ſtand to the defence of their dread Soveraign, his Perſon 
and Autherity, in defence of the true Religion, (as they expreſs it in the Confeſſion of their Faith, ' 
whereunto they all are obliged to ſweat ; ) ſo that they do plainly infinuate, they are no farther bound 
todefend the Kings Perſon and Authority, than he doth ſtand in the defence of the true Religion, and 
that only muſt be accounted ſo, which they themſelves beſt like of : If the King will not maintain that, 
then they are freed from their Allegiance. Wherein they have more then juſtified rhe ſits, for abour' * 
- . the beginning of the late Civil Wars, a 7eſ#i wrote a Book in defence of the Loyalty of their Order, 

alledging that Proteſtants had allowed rhe Rebellion of Subjects againſt Princes, and gives inſtance for 
the ſame in Buchenan, Knox, and Goodman : and now it fears me, that ere it be long another eſuir rtiay 
liſh a Book, to-prove that the late Infurreftion in Scotland, was: a greater Rebellion then was the 
opiſh Plot : For if matters are carefully inſpeCted, we may find our Paritain Brethren have engaged a 
great part of Scocland ang Ireland, and many who know not what-the-mitter means; ſo that this may 
be called the common firs of that Sett,, whereas the other cannor. be: charged upon rhe Religion of rhe 
Papi#t+. But perhaps you will fay, It is Religion that-moveth them: What ! did ever the true Religion 
allow of Rebellion ? Tantunr Religio potnit ſnadere malorym : T know they pretend the defence of the 
National Confeſſion of their Church, and the Oath received by their Forefathers in the year 158. by 
the Kings example and commandment ; but if it be (o, I wilE{ubftribe their Covenant alſo, which is the 
greateſt Curſe I can lay upon mymortal Enemy. $h I 

" And 'now 1 have taken from them all pretences of Religion, which is not fit to be a Mask for ſuch 
Villany ; I will gueſs what are the- true cauſes that ſet them on work, not uſing light conjeftures, but 

building on more then probable gronnds. | | FR y 
 Firff, Thar which ſers the Clergy on work, is ſe/f-love; which'(as St. 4Auſtine ſays, did build the City 
of theDevil : iris pride, fmgularity, ambition, and rhe deſire of popular applauſe ; 'they cannot endure - 

toackhowledg a Biſhop, efteeming themſelves: men of greater gifts and perfettions. This pridethas 

been rhe ac 1- of many Herefies inthe Church, as wilk.cvidently appear unto thoſe whoread' the 
op 
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Hiſtories of 4r;#s,coveting the Biſhoprick of Alexandria ; of Dondrns, labouring to have been Biſh 
of Carthage ; of Novatus, deſiring a iſhoprick in /raly ; and divers others. I could name, who affected 
theſe: Honourable places, and receiving their ſeveral Foyls, when through ambition they could not ob- 
tain what they ſought for in the Church; they laboured to gain: Hononr another way. I coutdalfo tefl 
you of inany who are now Ring-leaders of the Fa&tion here in England, as Pemberton, Stretton, Alſop', 
Whitaker, and divers others, who: publickly preach Sedition and Rebellion jn-their ſexeral Meetings, and 
The King to be a Confſpirator againſt himſelf :"If fuch can be the rrue Doftrine of Chriſt, as' they pre- 
tend its, God haye mercy on allProteſtants, bod ? 
Secondly, That 'which;ſerts the Lay-men on work; is Covetoafneſs :"amongft whom not a few would 
gladly prey ( as their-predeceffors have done.) upon'the Abbies, Church-Lands, Biſhopricks, Tithes, and 
Church: Durics, &c. Andithey in Scortand and' /teland, 'as they ate of the ſame Stuck, fo conſequently 
they are alſo of the fame mind -. And when'they hear any ſpeak againſt Popery, Biſhops, or Cathedral 
Churches, nay againſt the King or his Government, (for there's enow dare do it) how it pleaſes and, 
| tickles their Ears, looking for the like prey they formerly. had ? Theſe Dark-Lanthorn Saints have 
already,th their.heartizdevoured the Government both-of Church and State, and value notReligion, ſo 
they may but get-the Spoil; nay Iam confident-they would have been content ro have Crucihed our 
Bleſſed Saviour, ſo they might bur have had his Garment. Our Age is full of Bloud-thirſty Cormo- _ 
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E (4) PE 
” rants, whoſe hearts and inclinations are full of Perjury; Blaſphemy, Mvirther, and Treaſon in all degrees; 
” and are ftill yawning after a prey to: fill the bottomleſs Sacks of -their greedy Appetites with: And 
 although.it be to their perpetual ſhame and infamy, yet-would they.purchaſe a ſecond Field of blowd, fo 
| Tittle they value the name of an Engliſhman, which once was beyond parallel, and is now even among 
| the Turks become a ſcorn, and muſt be dafhr in the Teeth with A4urthering their King, though never ſo 
j 4 in heart. Thus have theſe Vipers made our whole Nation odious tb the World by their venomous 
bi INC. 
| Thirdly, T may more then probably conjecture, that they have another aim, even ſuch as'was fero- 
) boams: When he had drawn away the Ten'Tribes from-the Houſe of David, he ſaid in his heart, /f che 
| People go wp ih [raſelens to worſhip, their hearts will return again unto their. Lord Rehoboam'; and there- 
| fore he erected two Golden. Calves, and ſaid unto the people, 1 is roo far for you to go mp to feruſalem ; 
|| "theſe are the God; that brought you up out of the Land of Eg pt : So theſe intending to draw away the 
{ King's Subje&s from their Obedience, and: perceiving'that it they ſhould joyn with His Majcitics good | 
}- Subjects, in the true and orderly worſhip of God, that their hearts would return again unto their Lord 
| theKing they have deviſed an Idol of their own brain, like Feroboam's Calyes, even their Presbyterial 
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| Diſcipline, and cry thatup as the only true worſhip of God. | 
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', And yet Iholdthem not all to' be alike guilty, but that many, yea the far greateſt parts have not as yet 
{ learned the depth of-:Satan ; we may diſtinguiſh them into. two degrees 3 The firſt fort are, they who are 
| theprincipal Contrivers '2nd Actors, and the Seducers of others; tor ſuch there is no.excuſe to be made, 
' therefore-I ſhall leave them as wild Aſſes, to be ſpoken with in the mouth of their affliction : The ſecond 
- [forty and thefar greater number, are the Scduced, which are like thoſe 200 which followed Abſalom out of 
' Jeruſalem, knowing nothing of his Treaſon 3 theſe have been drawn to'dance after their Pipe, though.they 
| -underfiood not the Tune, yet they arecarricd along with it, and all done under Godly pretences , for. they 
'- are made to believe, that the very ſtate of Religion, Church, and Kingdom; do depend on the Covenant, 
' and that they are all bound in Conſcience to detend the National Confeffion of Faith, and the Oath wo'main- 
tain it, {worn by their Forefathers : beſides, it is with the people a very. plauſible matter, to hear them 
depraved that are in Authority, but eſpecially to underſtand of any Liberty or Power, which may appers 
- tainunto themſelves. Furthermore alſo, it is not unknown to any of Judgment, how much the profeſſion 
- of extraordinary Zeal, doth work. with the un-thinkigg Multitude 3 when they ſee men go ſimply in the 
Streets, bowing down their heads like Bulrufhes,. though their inward parts burn with deceit, wringiog 
{. their Necks awry, fetching deep ſighs, and turning vp*"the whites of their Eyes;-as though they were'in: 
'- ſome intollerable grief ; and finally, make long Prayers, under colour whereof they would not only-devour 
the Houſes of the Fatherlcſsf8hd Widows, but the Married people alſo,.in ſo much-that none can; eſcape” 
their violence. Lord, what Tyzannical hands are we like to fall into ! can theſe men produce me one Text 
-. of Scripture, to ſupport-.6r Vette their proceedings? No- not one .for thoſe Holy Laws admit. not of 
Uſury, Sacriledge, Diſobediencs #0 a lawſnl Autbority, and Rebellian againſt Princes; theſe are the very Incen- 
* diaries of Chriſtendorn, as if they had cgqme to ſet Fire on the Earth ; not' gentle and mild, but are more 
auſtere in their carriage than eyer was Cato; they are known to be the moſi rigid Cenſurers of others, 
whilſt they applaud their own Vitious Actions in the higheſt ; they calily eſpy the Mote in their Brothers | 


eye, but cannot endure to hear;of the Beam in their own. 
+. All this have 1 done, to dete& theſe men and their proceedings, to the end that I might draw from 
amonzft them, all that pretengto Chriſtianity, or avy the leaſt Moral Virtues, if there be any ſuch uncor- 
rupted ; for who would follow their ſieps, whoſe Religion is Sacriledge, whoſe Bond is Perjury, whole Badge 
- is Rebellion? Therefore come out from among them, and partake not in their ſins, leſt you. receive alſo of 
\  .the'Plagues God has prepared for them, and think not to.halt thus between God and Bal, neither do thou 
- "fear thcir, power, far howſoever they proſper for a time, it is but a Suramer Storm, and let them be aſſured 


it willgot be long before. their turn of Sufferings come about : For that God by whoſe Power Kings Reign, 


Rrength unto his. King, and exals the born of bis. Anointed; he will ſcatter the people .ctiat de- 

46 War, and make their hearts to melt, and their joynts to tremble. This I proteſt-to God F ſpeak 
qut of the-great grict of my heart, and.the: very anguiſh of my Soul 3 when I conſider the dreadful. after» 

_ claps that:are like to enſue, it. fears me, that our Sins are come to a full maturity, and'that we ate, ripe for 
God's Sickle to reap us. ' I dare not ſay, with St. Paul, that I could wiſh my ſelf Anathema, or ſeparated 
from Chrijt fox my Country-men 3 but I do ſay with all fincerity of heart, that I could be content. my, Life 
- were given in.a Sacritice, (0 that could procure the Peace and Unity of our Nation, that (0,my King avd. his 
good Subje&s may be preſerved from the moſt damnable havock Fobx Presbyter deſigns'to:make amongſt us:: 
Therefore 1 b:ſeech all you of good will to joyn with me, by applyingour endeavours for, quenching ofthis 
Fire,.(.which as yet, is:oply to be found by its Smoak) let all of us be inſtant with God-.in Prayer, lifcing 
up.our hearts and hands:to the Heavens, and beſeech him who is the Author of Peace, that, he will be pleaſed 
to open.the eyes of. that, wicked People, and turn their hearts, that they; may acknowledge their, Duty to 

God, i $530 48h their: Obedience to. his Vice-gereat This is the true Praycr of honeſt, © 


Tom the. Foyner.” 
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